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LATVIA

INGUNA SUDRABA:

LIFE WITHOUOT
BAD REFP JACRET

L atvian Auditor General Inguna Sudraba
is the beloved official of the people
although authority she represents is very

unpopular and practically all leaders have

negative ratings.

late 2011 the US embassy to Latvia
ln recommended including Inguna Sudraba
in the prestigious world rating of a hundred most
influential women leaders in public service. Inguna
was genuinely surprised by it: “I am simply
honestly fulfilling my duty,” she commented.

Under Sudraba’s leadership the State Audit
Office which was hardly visible on the political
landscape developed into one of the most
influential organizations. The “silver” word of the
auditor general (Sudraba is translated from Latvian
as silver) about a check of a ministry or department
often creates an impression of a bomb explosion.
It always sounds as a voice of good conscience
calling on those in power to serve the country and
people rather than their own interests.

On the eve of the presidential election last
summer all polls confirmed that both Latvians and
Russians want to have Inguna Sudraba as president.
It may seem unbelievable but no dirt was published
about her although ill-wishers examined her life
through a magnifying glass. But they found nothing
discrediting!

Sudraba is no politician, but an official
unaffiliated with any political party which makes
her even more unique.

The auditor general is a beautiful woman
possessing willpower, fortitude, state mentality as
well as boldness to be one’s own self. She was
pleased to give an interview to the Amber Bridge.

REVERSE RATIO

You have been auditing the government
staff in Latvia for seven years and are likely to
kRnow better than others the answer to the question:
why is it so costly and inefficient?

The main thing has not been accomplished
in the years of independence - the state has not
determined the aims it wants to achieve and con-
sequently did not design a policy to achieve them.

It looks very simple: first you have to
identify the problem and then determine the
ways to resolve it. Otherwise you will never reach
the aim.

But politicians want to govern without hav-
ing a general idea of how the country should de-
velop and what shall be done in the economy, ed-
ucation, science, employment, and health care.
Without a clear understanding where the country
is heading it is doomed to remain in a restrained
state. In such conditions development would be a
miracle, if any...

The situation deteriorates also because
Latvia has a coalition government and each
partner has his own priorities and vision of
development prospects.

And his own purse?

And the purse as well. Isn’t it absurd
that ministries get money first and then decide
how to spend it and that performance of
ministries is assessed not by the end result
but by the amount of spent finances? As a
result, the government machine is not in
charge of something concrete but simply
wastes money. And there is always a lack of it.

The country shall develop on the basis of a
least four-year plan approved by parliament
which has to determine the aims and ways to
achieve them. The budget shall be drafted
according to the plan.

The State Audit Office submitted to
the previous parliament amendments to the
laws on planning the national development
and budget and proposed to change the
approach. But nothing changed.

The recent referendum on making
the Russian language the second official
one in Latvia again proved the collapse
of the integration policy. It is a new
claim to the performance of government
institutions...

Politicians do not have long-
term aims and do not work to unite the
people for the sake of their
achievement. On the contrary, they try
to split society and set one part of the
population against the other to gain
immediate benefits. It is detrimental to
each of us and the country in general.

Many of those who call to make
the Russian language an official one
simply want to be heard and respected.

If people have to go so far to be heard
it means there are major problems in
society.

If politicians realize they should
serve the country and their high position
is a possibility to do good for people
they will be interested in everything taking
place around, in how society lives and what has
to be done to improve life. The higher the post
the closer to people the official should be.
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