
Russian and over a third of specialized publica-

tions come out in Russian. There is a lot of 

knowledge and experience and I am sure the 

opportunities offered by the Russian language 

should be widely used. I am glad the forum in 

Jurmala took place and that Russian-speaking 

doctors will  continue to meet.

There were a lot of troubles in history, 

they have to be left aside, we have to think what 

to do next. Our countries have a common bor-

der and contacts have to be maintained to make 

it friendly.

As for contacts… Where did medical 

legends Roshal and Kalnberz get acquainted?

Roshal. I am no legend. I am a normal 

human being with all drawbacks.

I know Viktor for long. He is a great man! 

You have to listen to him. He would never say or 

do anything wrong.

I first met people from your country in 

1957 during the first student conference at the 

pediatric surgery desk in Moscow. I was the head 

of a students' group while Professor Alexander 

Biezinsh, the father of Latvian pediatric surgery, 

chaired the conference. He was a very intelligent 

and polite man who enjoyed everybody's respect.

Then I visited Riga several times and com-

municated with Latvian colleagues with pleas-

ure. I made friends with outstanding cardiolo-

gist Janis Volkolakov. I was going to the forum in 

Jurmala and dreamt of embracing my friend and 

outstanding surgeon Janis Gauens.

Kalnberz. Leonid Roshal and me often 

met in Soviet times at sessions of the Academy 

of Medical Sciences. I remember at the first 

meeting he gave me his business card which 

read: Leonid Roshal, pediatrician. No merits or 

honors. I asked him: "Why don't you want to 

become an academician?" He shrugged his 

shoulders: "Why should I? I am a pediatrician 

and that's all".

STILL FRAME. In 2002 when Chechen terrorists 

seized a theater in Moscow Leonid Roshal won 

universal admiration in Russia and abroad by his 

valor and compassion. "When the terrorists finally 

agreed to let me in they said: one of ours has an 

injured arm, can you make a surgery, please? I 

brought medicines with me as they allowed me to 

enter the theater hall, speak to hostages and 

understand how I can help. Some of them needed eye 

drops, others had gastritis or suffered from 

RUSSIAN LANGUAGE RESOURCE

It was thanks to you that the unique world 

congress of Russian-speaking doctors became 

traditional in Jurmala. There is something sym-

bolic that doctors are restoring and healing the 

broken ties between Latvia and Russia.

Kalnberz. Professional communications, 

exchange of experience are very important for 

doctors. It is a pity we have lost a lot of it lately. 

When I headed the Institute of Traumatology 

and Orthopedics and was the chief trauma sur-

geon in Latvia we often held international con-

ferences and seminars. Now I no longer have the 

possibility. I immediately backed the idea of Pet-

eris Apinis, the head of the Latvian Society of 

Doctors, to gather in Latvia Russian-speaking 

doctors from the whole world. It was a coura-

geous idea as the very word "Russian" causes 

allergy among certain Latvian politicians. I even 

joked: "Aren't you afraid to be expelled from 

Latvia?"

It was clear the forum could be held only 

due to personal contacts. After TV aired the 

marches of Lithuanian legion members in Riga 

the Russian-speakers' attitude to us became 

cautious. I helped Peteris Apinis contact 

Yevgeny Chazov and Gennady Kotelnikov who 

heads the Council of directors of medical 

educational establishments in Russia. And 

definitely Leonid Roshal who I greatly respect.

Roshal. Russian-speaking doctors current-

ly l ive in many countries of the world. Over a 

half of medical students in Europe are taught in 
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T he XX century went down in human 
history as a space and Internet epoch 

while the current century will be that of 
medicine. Astonishing discoveries have 
been made in the field. Cloning, organ 
transplantation and growing "on order" 
have become a reality. However deaths 
still exceed births in in some countries. 
Medical celebrities Leonid Roshal and 
Viktor Kalnberz are convinced the problem 
is in priorities. Huge funds are spent on 
wars and luxury production while health 

care is financed by dribs and drabs.
Roshal and Kalnberz not only treat their 
patients but also use their names and 
authority to change the mentality and 
make human health a top priority.
When the two celebrities met on the Baltic 
Sea coast they embraced, shook hands and 
then sat down shoulder to shoulder. There 
was a feeling that not people but epochs 
met in Jurmala and the broken link of times 
was being repaired before our eyes. ���
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